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Local dive trips and get together information

February 2018

For upcoming dive trip information keep an eye on
your emails or visit the Nautilus website
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Club meeting Junior Eisteddfod Association at 67
Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill.
Starting with the BBQ at 7pm

The Great Solomon Islands Adventure This months guest

‘Something for Everyone!’ speaker our very own
Libby Sterling with a full

run down on the recent
- club members Solomons
Islands dive trip.

Wednesday 28" February 2018

Club meeting, 67 Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill
Tpm for the Sausage sizzle extravaganzal

&

Plane wrecks
Ship wrecks
Caves

Swim thru's
Tunnels

Macro magic
Pygmy seahorses
MNudibranchs

Fish life galore
Starfish

Nemo

Great viz

Sharks

Soft coral

24 fabulous Nauti
members

Special dives will be organised in addition to the regular monthly day trips, these could be with Reel Cray-Zee, Rumrunner, and
could be day trips or weekend trips to the reef or the Yongala. Better watch your emails for future announcements.
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UP COMING TRIP

The much awaited Minke Whale dive trip is now open for booking.

Friday 6th July to Tuesday morning 10th July 2017.
Depart Friday 7th July 7:30 am,

Arrive back Tuesday 11th 8.30am.

4 days & 4 nights

Up to 16 dives / Minke Whale hang outs

You make your reservation directly with the operator Deep Sea Divers Den, Tel (07) 4046 7333.
You must be a current financial member of the club and advise of your Membership Number
when booking AND show your Membership Card when boarding.




UP COMING EVENT

The 2018 Nautilus Scuba Club Underwater Photo Competition is fast approaching.

All Club Members are invited to enter so start sorting or taking pictures.
Images taken by compact cameras will be judged separately from DSLR and Mirrorless cameras, but the categories are
the same for both,Macro, Portrait, and Wide Angle, there will also be an open category of called ‘Behavior’.

The entries will be collected in by midnight on the 31st of May and sent away for Judging, results and exhibition of
prints will be on Wednesday 27th June.

Competition rules and entry form will be coming in emails, also will be made available on the club website.




Hello people of Nautilus. My name is Colin, | was lucky enough to travel to Walindi Resort last month for a week of diving and resort style
leisure. All thanks to the generous sponsorship of our underwater photography competition by Walindi Resort and Air Niugini.
I am not much of a story teller, but | shall endeavour to describe my visit to this remote and incredibly beautiful part of the world.

The Resort:

The grounds of this place are beautiful. Tropical plants are thriving

within well manicured gardens throughout the complex. The

‘Plantation’ part of the resort’s name is due to it being surrounded by

a Palm Qil plantation, as is most of the area.

Getting there:

Walindi Resort is located near the town of Kimbe, in West New
Britain. The journey is usually a simple half to full day trip via
Port Moresby from Cairns.

Unfortunately, | did not get the bulletin that the PNG Games
were being held in Kimbe, with the opening ceremony taking
place on my travel date. This made for chaos in the Domestic
Terminal at POM. The result was an unscheduled night stay at
The Stanley Hotel in Port Moresby. A very nice establishment
with an extensive buffet if you are ever forced to stay there.
There is a term for people in this situation, ‘Disrupted
Passengers’. Four of us bonded together, one being a former
Australian and NBA Womens Basketball Player. | was in good
company and we made the most of our delay.

Once delivered safely to Hoskins Airport at Kimbe the next day,
| was greeted by the friendly bus driver for the short ride to
Walindi Resort.

There are two choices of accommodation. The bungalows scattered across the

cuddle.

Diving:

change.

Firstly, the water is warm. At 30-31 degrees | was
happy to dive in boardshorts and a sharkskin top.
Dive sites were a mixture of deepish shoals or
bommies and wall dives. My favourites were the
blue water bommies. As | normally travel to macro
or ‘muck’ photography sites this was a pleasant

grounds and eight room located in the two Plantation Houses at one end of the
resort. | found the Plantation Room very comfortable. A great feature is your dirty
clothing disappears and returns clean and folded. Like magic!

Other facilities included a large deck with bar and small pool located outside the
dining room. This made for a
fine place to enjoy SP Lager
after the day’s diving.

Meals were delicious and
generous. A hot breakfast
cooked to order and buffet
style dinner. Lunch was served
on the boats during the
surface interval between dives two and three. There
is also a fluffy resort cat named Marcus. He appeared
very comfortable in his surroundings and loved a

Walindi Dive Sides

Kimbe 1 a1




Inglis Shoal was my favourite of the week. A flat topped bommie at 26m with great vis. The usual jacks
and barrracuda were present, but also some grey reef sharks parading for us at a curious distance in
thee blue water.

Other highlights were ‘Otto’s’ where we has a family of four dolphins swim over to say hello, Nth
Emma Reef which was a spectacular wall dive, a complete and upright P-Zero fighter wreck and Kimbe
Bommie where | celebrated my 500" dive by diving nude.

As some of the blue water sites are approximately 1.5 hrs from the resort, it was a long day on the
water to complete three dives.

As for underwater photography, | would say it is a wide angle destination.

So. For any members who are yet to travel to PNG or Walindi Resort. | recommend you do. PNG is our
closest neighbour and is so easy to reach from Cairns. If everything goes to plan, you can be in the
water by lunchtime on your day of departure.

This was my seventh trip to PNG but my first to Walindi Resort. | could see myself returning.

I must thank Max, Cecile and Cheyne of Walindi resort for their generous
sponsorship in providing this prize, their hospitality and wonderful company
at the resort.

Thank you to Air Niugini also for sponsoring our photo competition.

And one more thank you to Phil

Woodhead. Without Phil, our club

would not have had a Underwater

Photography Competition over the

last few years. Also, without his not

so gentle push, this trip report may

not have been completed..

Colin Tonazzi. ‘




I was lucky enough to be able to go on a Mike Ball expedition to Bougainville and Osprey reef. It was my first time on Spoilsport and |
had a tremendous time. | even managed to squeeze in a bit of Self Reliant Diver training -PADI (aka solo diver course - SSI). Notes on
this course are below in case you just want to skip to that part.

The expedition started out on Thursday night boarding the
boat Spoilsport, we were lucky enough to have Mike Ball
himself joining us. The boat was spacious and the crew were
fabulous. We headed to Bougainville reef overnight. There
was still a little bit of wind that made a slightly rough trip,
consequently deep sleep was very hard to achieve. Even
with sleep deprivation, waking up to the glorious Bougainville
reef made up for it. We went for a few dives, including some
training dives for me. They were all beautiful sites including
Middle Earth, Dungeons and Dragons & Crystal Plateau. So
many fish (big and small) and beautiful coral slopes. Eat.
Dive. Dive. Eat. Dive. Dive. Eat. Sleep. We were constantly
fed delicious food by our awesome on-board chef and by the
end of that first diving day there was no way | was going to be
having issues sleeping.... | was exhausted.

Whilst | slept heavily dreaming of bubbles and sea monkeys we moved
overnight to Osprey Reef where we spent the next 2 days diving sites such
as Fairy Grotto, Halfway, False Entrance, North Wall Amphitheatre (shark
dives), west wall and Admiralty Anchor. There were heaps of fish and lots of
great walls full of beautiful corals. Schools of big eye trevally and barracuda.
It was gorgeous. The shark feeding dive was great with plenty of grey reef
sharks, white tips and a big cranky potato cod pushing the sharks around.

I ended up doing the private shark dive with a few other people and got

up close and personal with the sharks. The only problem was the photo
bombing fish (an angry looking red bass, a few glory hugging banner fish
and a couple of self-obsessed golden damsel fish) that insisted on interfering
with many of my shots. Usually | have problems trying to get fish to stay in
shot, but when | am shooting sharks | seem to have problems trying to get
them to move out of the way.

Before | knew it, the trip was coming to an end. It all went
so quickly but | had a fantastic time. On Monday morning,
we sadly packed our dive gear, gathered all our belongings
and contemplated the thought of paying for the extra 3 days
to stay on board the boat instead of leaving. All the while a
small research dinghy drove in anticlockwise precise circles
for about 15 minutes beside our boat. WHY??? | guess we
will never know the answer to that. We said our goodbyes
and made our way to Lizard island to take the low altitude
flight back to Cairns. Sad to be leaving this exquisite area but
also impressed with the scenic flight home. We lucked out
with some tremendous weather this weekend.

The incredible crew and vessel, awesome dive spots and fellow divers
made this a very memorable trip. On another positive note, I've
already ticked off one of my 2018 goals (self-reliant diver/solo diver
certification). So now | only have to learn Spanish, discover a new
element, make a giant octopus costume for my dog and win the lotto to
fund all left over bucket list dive spots. Anything is possible.... It’s going
to be a great year!




Self-reliant diver course (PADI) or the solo diver course (SSI): 1 would highly recommend this course if you have the opportunity to

do it. You need to have minimum of open water certification (preferably advanced certification) and have 100 logged dives. Not
everyone provides the training and only a few boats around actually allow solo diving (TUSA and Spoilsport are two | know of), and
you would have to have the required back up gear to be able to solo dive (extra gear was provided to me by Mike Ball team for training
and use after). However, | could go over some skills that | hadn’t done for a while and figured out my SAC (surface Air Consumption)
rate. | also discovered that | am fine taking my mask off and putting it back on but swimming around with no mask for a few minutes
really freaked me out more than I thought it would and consequently my air consumption went through the roof. | know preferably
we should be diving with buddies but in many cases, you may not know anything about the person you are diving with and you may
not always be able to rely on them if something happens. So, for me anything which increases my skills, awareness and hopefully my
ability to be able to think straight in a situation where things are not going to plan could mean the difference between minor hiccup

and a major accident.
Shey ‘




A few of us decided that the best way to see in
the New Year was to spend it diving in Milne Bay
on MV Chertan. After a few hiccups with the
flights, Aaron and | eventually arrived safe and
sound and ready to dive in the morning, which
we did — under the boat, while we waited for the
rest of the group to turn up that afternoon. The
diving at Alotau is muck diving and can be quite
silty, but there is a plethora of critter just waiting
to be found.

Once everyone had arrived and we were
underway, skipper Rob decided it was best to
head to the north coast first as the wind was
going to blow north west later in the trip, making
the diving up there more difficult. After a quick
dive at Cobbs Cliff at East Cape we headed for
Deacons Reef and Lawadi, where we spend a
couple of days diving the magical reefs and the
muck site and finding all sorts of amazing critters.
We then spent a day at Michelle’s which was

also fantastic diving and turned up a
wunderpus, cuttlefish, ornate ghost
pipe fish, halimeda ghost pipefish,
seahorses, frogfish and various other
amazing critters. Unfortunately,

| don’t have any photos to share

from Deacon’s Reef or Lawadi as my
portable hard drive suffered some sort
of crash, and stupidly | had not kept a
second copy of the images | had taken.
In the words of Alex fishgeek — “if

you only have one backup, you have
no backups”. A tough lesson to learn.
What was | thinking???? Perhaps the
flight issues had put me off my game.
Moving on we spent an afternoon at
Wahoo Point, and then pulled anchor
and headed for the open reefs around
East Cape. We dived Cherie’s, Tanya’s
and Crinoid City, and | was absolutely

stoked to find a Rhinopias scorpionfish
that no one else had noticed.

As the winds picked up slightly we
moved on to Samarai. This was my
first time to Samarai, and | loved
diving the jetty. The live on the pylons
was amazing. We then went over to
Gonabulabula to see if we could find
any mantas (only one on the surface),
and then finished up at Kwatto jetty.
Kwatto is mainly muck diving but also




has seagrass beds where we found a double
ended pipefish, a green robust ghost pipefish
and lots of other cute critters.

All'in all we had a great trip, and plan to go back

for more. /4 ‘




THINGS YOU MAY OR MAY NOT NEED TO KNOW

The 2018 Nautilus Photo competition
is coming, categories same as last
year, details to follow soon.

Good tip.

Take a photo with your phone of your certification
and your Nautilus Membership card, you may forget
them, but | doubt if you'll forget your phone.

L. . _! . = h
“..And that, in simple terms, is what happens
when yau come up from your dive too quickly.
Any questions?”

Supporting the Nautilus Scuba Club
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https://www.facebook.com/PNGTourismGlobal/videos/1142171442511523/

PARTING SHOT

Coconut Octopus
by Phil Woodhead
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