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Local dive trips and get together information
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Special dives will be organised in addition to the regular monthly day trips, these could be with Reel Cray-Zee, Rumrunner, and 
could be day trips or weekend trips to the reef or the Yongala. Better watch your emails for future announcements.

Club meeting

February 2019

Junior Eisteddfod Association at 67 
Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill.
Starting with a BBQ at 7pm

For upcoming dive trip information keep 
an eye on your emails or visit the Nautilus 
website

Next club dive will be on the 9th March on 
board Passions 3 Cairns, please visit the 
website for more information.
The club meeting will be on the 27th Feb 
usual venue.

This month’s guest speakers are Megsi O’Toole and Tania Rivet Mintchev. Megsi and Tania 
both work in the dive industry here in Cairns and have lots of interesting info. to share.

http://www.nautilus-scuba.net


UP COMING TRIP



 

15 – 22 September 2019  
(7 nights/15 boat dives) – flying with Air Niugini 

Max 16 pax (7+1, 14+2 FOC discounts) 

Deposit of $400 to the Club account will confirm your spot on the trip. 
To sign up or for more info, contact Akiko, Overseas Trip Coordinator via email: 
overseastrips@nautilus-scuba.net. 
                                                                               (Photo credits:  Colin Tonazzi;  baraccuda photo:  Terry Cummins) 
 

UP COMING TRIP



UP COMING TRIP

NAUTILUS SCUBA CLUB NORTH SULAWESI    THU 14 - TUE 26 NOVEMBER 2019
Stay / Dive Package includes:

Flights with Singapore Airlines 
AUD 11�9 with overnight flights  or AUD ��9 
with stopovers in Singapore (not included) 

Price:
        AUD 2,173 pp

• 5 nights in Thalassa Manado
• 5 nights in Thalassa Lembeh
• Full board meal plan
• All airport & resort transfers
• 18 dives
• Unlimited house reef diving



What to look out for when choosing travel insurance 
for a diving holiday BY: ALSION SMITH

Aaron and I recently had a dive holiday in PNG and before 
purchasing travel insurance I took the time to read the Product 
Disclosure Statements to see how the various Insurers covered 
scuba diving. Unlike snow skiing, scuba diving is usually 
automatically included, but it’s important to check the fine print, as 
I was about to discover. 
Our CBA Mastercard insurance is free of charge and simply requires 
us to notify the CBA of our travel dates which can be done via 
CBA’s Netbank facility. However, when I delved into the Product 
Disclosure Statement (PDS) I discovered that what was covered was 
“Scuba diving to a depth of 30 metres”. So, for instance, if we were 
going to Lissenung Island and wanted to dive the deeper wrecks, 
doing so would VOID this travel insurance.
 If we wanted to be covered for diving between 30-50 metres we 
would need the “Adventure plus package” (detail below) which 
required an additional payment.
“Adventure Plus activities • Closed circuit triathlon up to a 1.5 
kilometre swim, 40 kilometre bike ride and 10 kilometre run. • 
Scuba diving if the maximum depth is between 30 metres and 
50 metres below the surface, provided you are diving under the 
direction of an accredited dive marshal, instructor or guide; or, if 
qualified, are diving within the guidelines of the relevant* diving or 
training agency or organisation and not diving alone. *BSAC Sports 
Diver – 35 metres, BSAC Dive Leader – 50 metres, PADI Advanced 
Open Water – 30 metres, PADI Dive Master – 40 metres, PADI Deep 
Dive Speciality – 40 metres, SSI Advanced Open Water – 30 metres, 
SSAC Sports Diver – 35 metres or SSAC Master Diver – 50 metres. • 
Scuba diving to a depth greater than 50 metres below the surface, 
provided you are qualified to do so, and are diving within the 
guidelines of the relevant diving or training agency or organisation, 
are diving with a professionally organised party, and not diving 
alone. • Trekking (which does not require specialist climbing 
equipment) that reaches a maximum altitude between 4000 metres 
and 6000 metres above sea level, if the trek takes more than two 
days to complete. • Trekking the Kokoda Track. Note: We will not 
pay claims involving your participation during the journey in any 
activity undertaken in a professional capacity”
Unimpressed by this, I looked around at other insurers
Covermore premium insurance had this in its PDS
“General exclusions We will not pay for:
27. claims involving participation by You or Your travelling 
companion in hunting; racing (other than on foot); polo playing; 
hang gliding; off-piste snow skiing or snowboarding; rodeo riding; 
BASE jumping; moto cross; freestyle BMX riding; running with the 
bulls; sports activities in a Professional capacity; mountaineering 
or rock climbing using guides, ropes, rock climbing equipment 
or oxygen; scuba diving unless You hold an Open Water Diving 
Certificate or are diving with a qualified diving instructor”
Suresave had this in its PDS
“Rules that apply to ALL sports and other activities: No matter what 
the sport or activity – even if it’s playing tennis or taking a stroll by 
the lake – there are some conditions that must be complied with 
for you to be covered. For you to be covered... 
You, your travelling companion, a close relative or someone at 
home – when taking part in any sport or other activity – must:
c) Have the appropriate licence or qualification – have the 
appropriate licence or other qualification when taking part in a sport 
or activity that requires one – either in Australia or the destination 
country – such as scuba diving.”

Continued...............

Caveat emptor



What to look out for when choosing travel insurance 
for a diving holiday BY: ALSION SMITH

How to check the PDS
The Insurers mentioned are not recommendations, but simply the ones I happened to research before 
this particular trip.  They are just a couple of examples of the travel insurance policies available and 
what their PDS say about scuba diving.  There are many more available.  A quick way to check a policy 
is to google search for and open the relevant Product Disclosure Statement (PDS), click “Ctrl F” and 
type “scuba” in the search box. This will quickly guide you to the relevant restrictions for that particular 
policy.
Specialist Diving Insurance
There are a number of specialised scuba diving insurance available, including DiveAssure (which I am 
not familiar with) and DAN.
DAN Membership covers evacuation and assistance but does not include dive injury treatment. Optional 
DAN Dive Injury (Treatment) Insurance Plans can be acquired for a cost additional to the membership 
fee. It is, however, important to note that dive Injury treatment generally falls under the category of 
“medical treatment” and so long as DAN advises your relevant insurer that a dive injury is a medical 
emergency, any treatment you receive (including hyperbaric treatment) should be covered under the 
standard travel insurance policy.  
What did we choose? 
In the end we chose DAN Membership, which provides assistance and evacuation in the event of a 
diving incident combined with Suresave Travel Insurance which covered the medical and all other usual 
travel insurance items. I am personally confident with Suresave because they covered me when I had 
to have Hyperbaric treatment in Truk Lagoon. In that instance DAN advised them that it was a “medical 
emergency”.
In the end
Funnily enough at the end of our PNG trip our luggage was left on the tarmac at Alotau 
and I had occasion to consider that we may indeed need to make a claim if it did not 
eventually turn up.  When I went back to the policy I was horrified to discover that 
for lost luggage there was a total claim limit of $12,000 per traveller, which would not 
have come close to replacing all of our dive and camera equipment.  Luckily for us, our 
luggage was delivered to our door two days later. 

In summary:
Pricing aside, it is important to consider travel insurance options for every trip and see 
whether it is appropriate for the type of travel that you intend to do, but particularly 
when you are embarking on a dive holiday. We never think we are going to need it, but 
I for one would not want to be stuck in some remote location in need of hyperbaric 
treatment with no Evacuation/Travel Insurance.



A Trip to Walindi Plantation Resort
by Ann and Kevin Coombs

Walindi December 18,  a trip I won in the Nautilus 
annual photo competition.  Walindi Plantation Re-
sort has been one of the major sponsors for many 
years and I would like to thank Max and Cecilie and 
Air Niugini for my prize. 

The resort is located along the coast of Kimbe Bay 
on the island of New Britain.  It provides an assort-
ment of very nice accomodation that is comfortable 
and serviced daily. The main building contains a 
large veranda with bar, air conditioned lounge & 
dining area if you prefer to eat inside as well as a 
swimming pool. During our stay there was a deli-
cious mix of buffet and a le carte meals. All the staff 
are friendly, polite and nothing is too much trouble. 

The  dive operation is well run and the dive guides 
have an excellent knowledge of the area. There are 
3 dive boats which enable them to cater for a num-
ber of divers at any time. During our stay we dived 
a variety of dives sites with Bradford shoal and Otto 
reef being our favourites. This is essentially a reef 
diving destination with an abundance of bright-
ly coloured soft corals, clown fish and dolphins. 
Bradford shoal is famous for its schooling Baracu-
da.  There is also Zero plane in fairly shallow water 
which makes an interesting dive.  Trips include 
visiting the islands in the bay and there are many 
suitable places for snorkelling.  It was also great to 
catch up with Wontae who worked for a number of 
years at Divers Den and is now the dive operation 
manager at Walindi. 

Besides diving the resort offers day and short trips 
to a volcano, village, bird watching, fire flies and a 
hot spring.



A Trip to Walindi Plantation Resort
by Ann and Kevin Coombs



Tawali Resort Milne Bay 
by Phil Woodhead

I was fortunate enough to win 
a 7 day 6 night divers package 
sponsored by Tawali Leisure and 
Dive Resort in Milne Bay Papua 
New Guinea in the 2018 Nautilus 
Photo Competition.
I was even more fortunate to be 
able to take advantage of this 
prize in January of this year.

Milne Bay is not new to me as I 
have dived there quite often, but 
always from a live-aboard vessel 
so this was my first time diving 
from a land based operation.

The resort is comfortable, the bed 
was great, (it didn’t move!) the 
staff cannot do enough for you, 
and the food is excellent.
I must admit I was quite spoiled 
during my stay at Tawali as for 
most of the time I was there I was the only guest.
It seems they where between groups, the unseasonal 
rain and the unsettled nature of the nearest town 
(Alatou) had not helped the situation.

My dive guide Bale (pronounce Bali), would tell me 
which jetty we would depart from in the morning by 
confirming it would be a long walk or a short walk, 
trust me you only walk down to the wrong jetty 
carrying a housed camera once!
Tawali has a great house reef and is a stones throw 
from Wahoo point, (where I did have a Great Hammer 
Head Shark swim over the top of me on a morning 
dive, of course I had a macro lens on.)
Other dive sites are not far, about an hour max to 
get to the outer reefs of Cherie’s, Tanays, Witches 
Cauldron or turn left and go to Deakins Reef and 
Lowadi.

The resort manager Edward (a Filipino national) was 
an excellent host and it saddens me to write that I 
was later informed that whilst he (Edward) was on 
leave at home he passed away.

The sign says it all

The long walk



Tawali Resort Milne Bay 
by Phil Woodhead

Dining room

In Memory of Edward

Reception

The Bar



Tawali Resort Milne Bay 
by Phil Woodhead

Some of the underwater finds while staying at Tawali, Flasher 
Wrasse, Candy Cane Goby, Lacey Scorpion Fish, Pygmy Sea Horse, 
Harlequin Shrimp and a Swallow Tail Headshield Slug.



Curious Critters seen in Milne Bay
By Alison Smith

Whiskered Pipefish (Halicampus macrorhynchus)
Single widespread species form Red Sea to West Pacific. 
Colours vary with habitat. Adults found on sand or algae 
covered reefs at depths ranging to about 25 m (RH Kuiter. 
Seahorses and their Relatives)
Found by Fiona Chandler on sandy rubble covered reef at 
Kwatto jetty on a night dive.

Jan’s Pipefish aka Cleaner Pipefish (Doryrhamphus janssi)
Sheltered inner reefs, usually in caves with sponges and below 
large palte corals. Very active cleaner. Usually swims upside 
down (the photo below has been flipped).
Several found under an overhang on the wreck at Kwatto by 
Alex Bulanov. 

Double Ended Pipehorse 
(Syngathoides biaculeatus)
Widespread. Usually found 
in sheltered lagoons among 
broad-leafed seagrasses. This 
one found at Kwatto jetty 
hunting in the sea grass by 
Alison Smith

Banded Toadfish
Found at Kwatto jetty by pretty much everyone

Cockatoo Waspfish (Ablabys tainianotus) or 
could be Spiny Waspfish (Ablabys macracan-
thus)
Found at Deka Deka night dive by the dive 
guides.

Banded Tozeuma Shrimp (Tozeuma lanceolatum)
Found on a tiny black coral at Michelle’s Beach muck 
dive right under the boat by Alison Smith

Dragon Shrimp 
Miropandalus hardingi)
Commensul with black 
coral whips (particularly 
the curling kind). Several 
found by Alison and 
Aaron throughout the 
trip.



Some of the New Species of Fish found in Milne Bay and Named by Dr. Gerry Allen

Acentrogobius vanderloosi

Amblygobius cheraphilus

Chrysiptera papuensis

Lubricogobius nanus

Acentrogobius violarisi

Asterropteryx profunda

Cryptocentrus epakros

Trimma multiclitelum



Supporting the Nautilus Scuba Club

HIGH  SCAN

GREAT BARRIER REEF

CAIRNS - AUSTRALIA

www.cairnsgbr.info

MV CHERTAN Milne Bay



PARTING SHOT
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