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Club meeting

For upcoming dive trip information keep

an eye on your emails or visit the Nautilus
website
http://www.nautilus-scuba.net
Next club dive will be on the 10th February
on board T6 Tusa Cairns, please visit the
website for more information.
The club meeting will be on the 27th Feb
usual venue.

Junior Eisteddfod Association at 67
Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill.
Starting with a BBQ at 7pm

This months guest speaker will be Mark Gibson.
Mark will be giving us the low down about diving at Walindi Plantation
resort.

Special dives will be organised in addition to the regular monthly day trips, these could be with Reel Cray-Zee, Rumrunner, and
could be day trips or weekend trips to the reef or the Yongala. Better watch your emails for future announcements.

UP COMING TRIP

UP COMING TRIP

15 – 22 September 2019
(7 nights/15 boat dives) – flying with Air Niugini
Max 16 pax (7+1, 14+2 FOC discounts)

Deposit of $400 to the Club account will confirm your spot on the trip.
To sign up or for more info, contact Akiko, Overseas Trip Coordinator via email:
overseastrips@nautilus-scuba.net.
(Photo credits: Colin Tonazzi; baraccuda photo: Terry Cummins)

AquaQuest 13th Jan 2019
by Rosie Wang

What Shark?
Nautilus Dive Club, Cairns diving with AqauQuest on the Great Barrier
Reef 13th January 2019.
Rainy season in Far North Queensland is like a spoilt teenager, highly
unpredictable veering from manic cyclones to tranquil sunshine.
Nautilus Dive Club’s first diving excursion of 2019 found Cyclone Penny
deciding to perform an athletic U turn. The weather forecast, luckily,
showed sunny skies, a SE wind of 15-120 knots with a water visibility of
15 metres.
Six Nautilus Dive members, Rick Weiss (Tully), Ian Prescott, Akiko
Mvralcami, Nicci and Justin Bell (Cairns) and me, Rosie Wang (Port
Douglas) boarded Diver Den’s octopus-liveried AquaQuest boat to head
out to dive on the iconic Great Barrier Reef.
It’s easy to become complacent when we have such a world famous
dive area on our doorstep, so it was good to get out step off and into it.
Having worked as a Diving Instructor out of Port Douglas, I still can’t get
enough of the amazing underwater world that this unique environment
offers.
The Great Barrier Reef provides a habitat for around 9,000 species of
marine life – though I wouldn’t want to count them! With more than
1500 species of fish, 411 types of hard coral, one third of the world’s soft
corals, six of the seven threatened marine turtles, 30 species of marine
mammals and 134 species of shark there’s a lot of life in this fragile
ecosystem.
With a thorough and entertaining safety briefing from Diver Supervisor,
Beto, the engines powered up and we were off!
Site 1
Stonehenge North – Agincourt Reef 3
Dropping down to a comfortable 16m we started a slow cruise round. In
a corner nonchalantly hanging out under the branching coral were some
of my favourites, Spotted Sweetlips. The Angelina Jolie’s of the water
world!
Rick pointed out a well-camouflaged white nudibranch that had just
landed on a rock, with no flamenco frills or spiky headwear. Was this the
nudi equivalent of a ‘plain jane’ or the fashion equivalent of wearing a
white dress with no accessories?
The elephant in the room when diving the Great Barrier Reef is the state
of the coral after the bleaching. Yes, dead, algae-covered algae was
evident, but it was good to see a high percentage of coral flourishing and
that the large outcrops of lettuce coral had all survived. There was also a
great diversity of soft corals including, vase sponges and fan corals.
I was just so loving lapping up the underwater world and taking it all
in. Diving for me is such a meditation and I get to feel “ah, back home”
whenever I dive.
It was about this time that I missed the rare sighting of an octopus
that Rick was capturing on his camera. So much for my musings and
meditations!
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It was wonderful to see all the shoals of glass fish hanging off the
pinnacle edges and in the crevices of the rocks – just magical. As a diver
moved towards them 1000’s of them would move in unison like a small
fish ballet.
Other shoals of blue stripe snappers and goldband fusiliers gathered
around the coral heads. It was fish party time on Agincourt Reef!
Our diving depth max was 18 metres with a dive time of 40 minutes
(this was the maximum dive time allowed on our first two dives). Our
conservative profile meant that no sooner had our tanks been whipped
up with new air, then we could jump back in.
2nd Site
Stonehenge South – Agincourt Reef 3
We meandered along the gentle walls and undulating
topography of coral outcrops.
Akiko was carefully photographing a goby that was unperturbed
by her presence. With no usual warning flick of its tail, the pistol
shrimp carried on with its industrious excavations regardless. I
wondered if gobies could sleep with their eyes open, it certainly
was “off duty”. When Akiko left I slowly tried to replace her,
but with a camera set up, the goby’s nano second reflexes were
regained and in an instant the only shot I had was a cloud of
sand.
About this time, Justin and Nicci were enjoying the colourchanging magic of a couple of cuttlefish. Located in different
coral clumps but near each other they hadn’t discovered the
Tindr for cuttlefish app.
A buffet lunch, complete with yummy pumpkin soup that
warmed the cockles of my heart and other cooled extremities
were welcome and delicious. I was diving in a lycra stinger suit in
28 degrees, which was adequate in the water {helped with some
body fat insulation), but just a bit cold when the wind
whipped around on the back deck.
3rd Site
Anybody’s Reef – Agincourt Reef
The lackadaisically named Anybody’s Reef – I guess for
Anybody!
The topography at this site had some interesting nooks
and crannies. Divers were able to explore a mini cave at
the start of the dive that streamed shards of light and
harboured some disappearing large fish (I only saw their retreating
silhouetted tails).
A giant Maori wrasse glided above through the shoals of glass fish.
Out of the corner of my eye the dark fleck I saw turned out to be large
reef shark sauntering past. Rick advised me later that he had seen quite
a few - but I must have missed them! The story of my diving life!
We had been warned about this being nesting Triggerfish season and
briefed how to evade the wrath of 8 incisors bearing down from an
overprotective fishy parent. I did see a few but they were all minding
their own fishy business.

AquaQuest 13th Jan 2019
by Rosie Wang

A couple of brightly coloured saddled puffers played hide and seek with
me and each other. The male spawns with a different female each day,
so it looked like she was playing hard to get.
Two protrusions in the sand revealed the pupils of a blue-spotted sting
ray that when I approached, turned tail and fled. Disappearing at speed
with sand pouring off its back like the slip stream diagram of a stealth
bomber.
After an hour’s dive time with a maximum depth of 14m, we were
safety stopping in the shallows, when a marauding school of black
surgeonfish passed. Like bother boys of the ocean nibbling at rocks and
corals on their travels.
And the end of another day’s diving….
With a licenced bar on board it was a good time to fill in log books,
discuss the dives over a glass of wine and recount stories of previous
dive adventures.
Divers Den operations are based in Port Douglas and Cairns and
Nautilus Dive Club have a special arrangement to allow for club
members to dive in buddy pairs without a dive guide.
They offer a ?% discount for all Nautilus Club Members.
Certainly, the Nautilus Dive Club Members that went loved the dives off
of AquaQuest, especially with cameras it was a joy to go at one’s own
pace.
People always ask me where the best place is that I’ve dived, to which
my reply is “anywhere underwater’.
The crew at Diver’s Den were all wonderfully helpful and a good diving
day was had by all.
Underwater on the Great Barrier Reef – oh yes, not bad!
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