
Nautilus 
SCUBA Club 
Newsletter

March  2018

Cairns QLD Australia

Dive Trips 
Club Meetings 
Guest Speakers 
Trip Reports

Editor: Phil Woodhead

Cover photo: Phil Woodhead

http://www.nautilus-scuba.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/153379589156/


Local dive trips and get together information
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Special dives will be organised in addition to the regular monthly day trips, these could be with Reel Cray-Zee, Rumrunner, and 
could be day trips or weekend trips to the reef or the Yongala. Better watch your emails for future announcements.

Club meeting

March 2018

Junior Eisteddfod Association at 67 
Greenslopes Street, Edge Hill.
Starting with the BBQ at 7pm

For upcoming dive trip information keep an eye on 
your emails or visit the Nautilus website

This months guest speaker 
will be Peter Mooney of 
Scubapix.
Peter will be divulging 
the secrets of judging 
photo comp entries from 
a judges perspective, a 
valuable insight, not just 
for photographers but for 
everyone in the club to 
gain an understanding of 
what’s involved.

http://www.nautilus-scuba.net


UP COMING TRIP

The much awaited Minke Whale dive trip is now open for booking.

Friday 6th July to Tuesday morning 10th July 2017.
Depart Friday 7th July 7:30 am,
Arrive back Tuesday 11th 8.30am.
4 days & 4 nights
Up to 16 dives / Minke Whale hang outs

You make your reservation directly with the operator Deep Sea Divers Den, Tel (07) 4046 7333.  
You must be a current financial member of the club and advise of your Membership Number 
when booking AND show your Membership Card when boarding.



 Nautilus Club Tufi, PNG Trip 
Sun 21st – Mon 29th October 2018  
7777(+1) nights(+1) nights(+1) nights(+1) nights, 15 boat dives, 15 boat dives, 15 boat dives, 15 boat dives    ++++    6 wharf dives6 wharf dives6 wharf dives6 wharf dives        

(Max 16 pax)(Max 16 pax)(Max 16 pax)(Max 16 pax)    

Staying at Tufi Resort and overnight at Stanley Hotel, POM 

Flying with Air Niugini (international) and Air PNG (domestic) 

 

    

UP COMING TRIP



UP COMING EVENT

The 2018 Nautilus Scuba Club Underwater Photo Competition is fast approaching.

All Club Members are invited to enter so start sorting or taking pictures.
Images taken by compact cameras will be judged separately from DSLR and Mirrorless cameras, but the categories are 
the same for both,Macro, Portrait, and Wide Angle, there will also be an open category of called ‘Behavior’.

The entries will be collected in by midnight on the 31st of May and sent away for Judging, results and exhibition of 
prints will be on Wednesday 27th June.

Competition rules and entry form will be coming in emails, also will be made available on the club website.



Short and sweet from WA
By Trish

I recently had a trip over to WA and made my way down to Bremer Bay where the Leafy Sea Dragons hang out. I had two amazing dives 
with Bremer Bay Dive, Craig the owner/ operator gives a great day out on his RIB and certainly knows how to spot those elusive cute sea 
dragons.

I certainly would recommend diving at Bremer.

Trish



New Code of Practice Launched
Information supplied by Terry Cummins, President Dive Queensland 

I suggest the big news to come out of Queensland 
recently is that on 6 February 2018 the Honourable 
Grace Grace MP, Queensland Minister for Education 
and Minister for Industrial Relations approved the 
Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving and 
Snorkelling Code of Practice, 2018.   This is a revision 
to the 2011 Code, previously inforce. The new Code 
came almost immediately into play on 8 February, 
2018 and was launched by the Minister in Cairns.
 
In February 2017, the Minister committed to a review 
and update of the Recreational Diving, Recreational 
Technical Diving and Snorkelling Code of Practice 
2011 to identify changes that could be made to 
maintain Queensland’s high standards of safety for 
the recreational diving and snorkelling in the light of 
a number of diving and snorkelling fatalities which 
occurred in late 2016. Most of these fatalities were 

tourist snorkellers, some with predisposing health conditions which placed them ‘at risk’. Therefore, the new Code was 
particularly designed to address those ‘at risk’ (defined in the Code) and also empower operators, in severe cases, to be able 
to refuse in-water activities.
 
Interestingly, at the time of writing there has not been any scuba related deaths in Queensland for just over a year.
 
Divers visiting Queensland should be aware that key changes to the 2011 Code you may, or may not be familiar with, are as 
follows:
•	 Requiring operators to provide automated external defibrillators as part of their operations (for example, either on a 	         

vessel or at the dive site); 
•	 Introduction of control measures for ‘at risk’ snorkellers which includes a requirement for:
o   Operators to be able to obtain medical declarations from ‘at risk’ snorkellers;
o   Operators to have a system in place for easy visual identification of ‘at risk’ snorkellers;
o   For ‘at risk’ snorkellers to wear and/or use a flotation device; and
o   Requirement for ‘at risk’ snorkellers to swim in a buddy pair.
•	 Consistent safety messages required for all recreational snorkellers and ‘at risk’ snorkellers – this is to ensure snorkellers 

are given consistent messages about the risks of snorkelling and the required safety measures;
•	 Reducing the minimum age for participation in entry level certificate diving to 10 from 12, subject to additional 

safeguards (illustrated in the Code), to align Queensland’s age requirement with international standards of dive training 
agencies and other Australian jurisdictions;

•	 Requiring operators to teach resort divers to inflate and deflate their buoyancy control device, and for them to practice 
doing it themselves, rather than just explaining how the device can be used;

•	 Minor changes to supervision requirements for resort divers which will prevent large groups swimming in single file, and 
to be consistent with existing requirements that instructors always be positioned to make physical contact with any diver; 
and

•	  Simplifying the requirements for recreational technical diving, and stating that this type of diving be undertaken in 
accordance with training agency standards, which are updated more regularly than the code of practice.

 

Continued..................



In developing the new Code, The Office of Industrial Relations utilized a wide cross-section of dive industry stakeholders 
in roundtable discussions. They also a developed a small expert working group to bring the results of those roundtable 
discussions together and to draft the new Code. Both these groups acknowledged that most operators were already utilising 
the safety requirements that have now been written into the Code.
 

Additionally, both groups contributed significantly throughout the review process which ultimately delivered a Code 
that is responsive to industry needs, safety concerns and technological advances, and reflects current best industry and 
international practice in snorkel and scuba diver safety. As a major contributor to the development of the original Code 
(1988), I must say the ability of both industry and government to partake in these revisions processes is admirable and 
necessary.
We are hearing the new Code has been well accepted by most operators. This is mainly because of 3 points:
 
1.	 Many operators were initiating or already had in place the changes now in the Code anyway.
2.	 The dive industry was heavily represented during the formulation of the changes at all levels. Yes DQ was represented at 

both the round-table industry discussions and within the ‘working group’.
3.	 The Minister (Grace Grace) and her staff had a good handle on the various levels of the Code’s development.
 
However, it seems some operators with small, and sometimes wet boats, have concerns about the use in restricted 
places and cost of AEDs. In an attempt to assist operators with acquiring cost effective AEDs, DQ has included later in the 
eNewsletter an offer by one of our members who is placing a bulk order. Additionally, these units have been proven to work 
effectively in confined, wet spaces.
 
For your information be aware The Office of Industrial Relations is in the process of updating their website to reflect these 
changes. By the time you read this, the new Code will be available for download.
 
Terry Cummins

New Code of Practice Launched
Information supplied by Terry Cummins, President Dive Queensland 



The problem with Frogfish aka Angler fish or antennariida
by Phil Woodhead

The family of angler fish or antennariida is divided into 12 genera and has 47 or 52 different species depending on who is doing the telling. 
Size differs between a few millimeters to 400 millimeters, (but only when you have a macro lens on).
They are masters of camouflage and come in a variety of colours sometimes mimicking the sponge, weed, coral, tunicate or rock they are 
sat on or next to, and this camouflage along with the huge variety of colours within the same species make them very hard to identify 
once images have been sorted after a dive trip.
Even with all their stripes, skin folds, warts, holes and filaments they could not be described as a pretty fish, but they have a character all 
of their own and I personally think that they beautifully ugly and fascinating.

These are all  images of the Warty Frogfish -Antennarius Maculatus, maybe.

These are all  images of the Painted Frogfish -Antennarius pictus, perhaps.

Now this one could be 
a juvenile Painted Frog-
fish (pictus) or a juvenile 
Warty Frogfish (macula-
tus) depending on which 
site you look up or who’s 
book you read.



The problem with Frogfish aka Angler fish or antennariida
by Phil Woodhead

These are all  images of the Giant / 
Commerson’s Frogfish, Antennarius 
commerson

These two are the Striped/Hairy Frogfish, Antennarius striatus.

These two are the Sargassum 
Frogfish/Sargassumfish, Histrio 
histrio

I’m pretty sure about the 
identifications on this page 
but I have a whole heap of 
frogfish pictures that I’m not 
sure about, but it won’t stop 
me adding to library.

Phil



THINGS YOU MAY OR MAY NOT NEED TO KNOW

Supporting the Nautilus Scuba Club

HIGH  SCAN

GREAT BARRIER REEF

CAIRNS - AUSTRALIA

www.cairnsgbr.info

CALYPSO
snorkel and dive

Good tip.
Take a photo with your phone of your certification 
and your Nautilus Membership card, you may forget 
them, but I doubt if you’ll forget your phone.

The 2018 Nautilus Photo competition 
needs your images so get clicking and 
sorting

MV CHERTAN Milne Bay

https://www.facebook.com/PNGTourismGlobal/videos/1142171442511523/


PARTING SHOT
Giant Frogfish 
by Phil Woodhead
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