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Dear Nautili,

We had an online emergency committee tonight re Covid-19 via Zoom. An interesting experience, with new 
rules of communication, and underwater sign language proved to be handy. And I would like to share with all of 
you the main issues we discussed tonight:

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic

• Diving: All dive operators have ceased operations for the next 2 months. We can’t predict the future but 
we expect that diving might not be possible for quite some time. Darren will keep close contact with the 
operators and as soon it is safe and feasible to dive again, you will be the first to know. 

• All overseas trips are in the process of being cancelled or deferred.  Australia’s borders are closed and 
we don’t know for how long, but expect quite some time. Akiko has been keeping all  members who are 
affected by this up to date. No new overseas trips will be planned at this stage. 

• The Underwater Photo-competition 2020 has been cancelled. We are all very sorry we had to make this 
decision but we did not see a way to pull it off.  We hope that we can organise the Photo-competition again 
in 2021 - we will keep you updated.

• Club-meetings - all physical club-meetings are cancelled until further notice. We are thinking of ways to 
organise other means to keep in contact and keep our dive appetites wetted. If you have suggestions or 
contributions, please share

• Newsletter - self-isolation and writing articles or sending in items, photos, stories, news for the Newsletter 
go very well together. Please send in your contributions to editor@nautilus-scuba.net

If you have any questions or suggestions, or wish to share information  with members, let us know. 
It is on us as a community to help each other and get each other through these rough times. 

Stay safe and keep each other safe. 

Warm wishes,
Jannemieke,

Nautilus Scuba Club President
Email: president@nautilus-scuba.net 

http://www.nautilus-scuba.net


Derawan - Put it on your bucket list!

Dive buddy Jo Squire forwarded an email to me promoting a tour group going to Derawan. The email was claiming 
“Indonesia’s most diverse diving” and “Manta Rays, Whale sharks, Schooling Barracuda, Green Turtles + Hatchlings, cool 
Macro critters, Colourful Corals, Reef Sharks, Giant Clams, Coconut Crabs, Jellyfish lake, (maybe) Thresher sharks + Tiger 
Sharks, pygmy Seahorses, Frogfish and Eagle Rays!”

Wow. Huge claims.

The Tour group did not appeal but Derawan certainly did so we headed off for Borneo on the 8th November last year for 
a 9 night/10 day stay on Derawan Island. 

During our stay we missed only the Tiger Shark, the turtle hatchlings and the Whale Shark. To be fair, the Whale Sharks 
were there to be seen but involved getting up at 0530 for a separate expedition. Everyone else who went from the 
Resort did see them. We weren’t prepared to give up a day’s diving to go.

Where is Derawan Island?

Derawan Island is part 
of the wider Derawan 
Archipelago which is 
located off the NE coast 
of East Kalimantan 
(Indonesian Borneo) just 
south of the border with 
Malaysian Sabah. North 
of the border, a few hours 
away by boat, are the 
more famous Sipadan and 
Mabul Islands.

Derawan is a beautiful 
little Island which supports 
a local population of 1200 people. It is largely undiscovered as a dive destination, so there are only limited dive 
operators and Resorts (a great plus!). We never shared a dive site with another boat and there were only ever a max of 
10 people on our boat.

We stayed at Scuba Junkie Resort in a very comfortable Water 
Bungalow. Sitting on our balcony out over the ocean we saw a variety 
of sea life paddling along under our water bungalow, most notably 
the huge Green Sea Turtles. Derawan is a turtle breeding ground 
and has a permanent WWF employee based there to monitor the 
breeding.

The Diving:
Fabulous and certainly lived up to the hype.
Scuba Junkie dives 4 islands including Derawan itself in rotation. The 
Islands are approx 1 hour travel time from the Resort. The boat goes 
out for the whole day (except on Derawan Island day where the dive 
sites are just a few minutes away) and there are 3 dives per day. Each 
Island has its individual claim to fame:

Sangalaki Island – Manta Rays (lots of them!) and Turtles. 
Kakaban Island – Turtles, pelagics and a Jelly Fish lake similar to Palau 
but many times larger and containing 4 species of jelly fish to Palau’s 
2 only. One of the species is a tiny box jellyfish. All are stingless.

By Peter Hayes



Maratua Island – Big fish country. Huge schools of Barracuda and other pelagics. Reef sharks and Thresher shark. We also 
went snorkelling with a very friendly pod of dolphins here.
Derawan Is – For the macro hunters – all the usual suspects including pygmy sea horses and Lembeh Sea Dragons. And yet 
more Turtles. Night dives are available from Derawan also.

The Conditions:

Every day – flat sea, visibility 20 – 30m plus, and sun shining. Water temperature was a balmy 29 degrees. We had a couple 
of storms at night but otherwise perfect. A word of caution – if strong currents aren’t your thing, Derawan may not be for 
you. A reef hook is a must. There are some pretty exciting “Drift Dives”.

The Highlights

Manta Rays – In a day’s diving (3 dives) at Sangalaki Island I lost count of the number of Mantas we saw.

Pelagic schools. I am a big fish diver and there were big 
schools of pelagics on most dives. 

Thresher shark. Always great to see.

Macro sites. Plenty to keep you interested but visibility of 
20+m and big Green Sea Turtles just sitting around watching 
us made these dives special. 

Walk along the beach at dusk to see the juvenile guitar 
sharks. Very cool.

Getting there:
This is not easy. 
• Day 1 - Flight to Bali. 
• Overnight Bali. 
• Day 2 – Denpasar to Surabaya. Surabaya to 
Balikpapan. Balikpapan to Berau.
• Overnight Berau
• Day 3 – 2 hour drive to the coast then a 40 minute ride in an open speedboat. 

On the way back you can go straight through to Denpasar and save an overnight stay. If you are brave enough with your 
final connection you can actually keep right on going and pick up the Jetstar flight to Cairns which leaves about 2 hours 
later. 

Summary
If you are prepared for the adventure of getting there, Derawan is a fabulous dive destination. 

Walindi Resort, Kimbe Bay, East New Britain, Papua New Guinea,
15 – 21 September 2019 By Gilbert Meyns 



Aniloa -Club 0 - November 2019
By Kevin and Ann Coombs

A last minute decision found us hastily packing to board the Air Nugini Plane to Manila, next stop Club O in Aniloa.

Club O is located in Mabini Batangas ( 2-3 hour drive from the international terminal ) & is home to a wide array of rare 
critters and exotic sea 
life we don’t usually find on the GBR. An absolute haven for macro photographers. As the plane lands around 8 pm it is 
possible to be at the resort 
by midnight and diving the next day. This is also our fourth trip 
to Aniloa staying and diving with Club O and flying with Air 
Nuigini.  

On this note we would like to thank 2 of our sponsors who 
made this trip possible. Club O and Air Nugini who have been 
donating
great prizes over the years for our dive club photo competition. 
Kevin was fortunate enough to win a dive package with Club O 
and return airfare to Manila with Air Nugini 
last year.

So what did we do for the next 7 days, yes dive eat sleep and 
dive again.  4 dives a day averaging 60 - 90 minutes each, up at 
6 am to set up camera gear & breakfast.
Boat leaves around 8.30 am for 2 dives, then lunch and back 
out for another 2 dives returning around 9 pm at night.

Joy manages the running of the resort and does an amazing 
job.  Everyone on the team knows exactly what needs to be 
done and they do it well. 
Food is amazing, enough variety to satify, even those fussy 
eaters. We have stayed in the units on either side of the resort 
on each occassion and love waking up
looking over the sea & enjoying the cool sea breeze.  

Peri has been our dive guide for the last 2 trips and really 
knows the sites well.  As we are both photographers we really 
rely on him to show us 
this wonderful life that lives below the ocean. November did not turn out to be a good time for Nudibranches so we 

dived a couple of new dive sites where we found 
a lot of critters as well as the renown Melibe Coleman 
near the Crystal Blue Resort.  We also did a couple of dives 
around Sombereo Island and Beatrice passage.  
These dive sites have abundant fish life, soft and hard 
corals, frog & clown fish, turtles to name a few.
On other muck sites we found Pipe fish, seahorses, 
wonderpus, Harlequin shrimps, squid and cuttlefish.
We were also lucky enough to find 2 Rhynopias at around 
31m, boy they were hard to see but patience paid off and 
we struck gold. 

For those who love photography whether it be with a 
compact camera, mirroless or DSLR you will certainly enjoy 
this adventure.  

We have certainly become addicted & have now visted Romblon, Duan, Lembeh, Ambon, Lombok, Seraya & Alor in search 
of these wonderful creatures.
Whats next for us, thinking we will look for a wider angle in our next destination



Aniloa -Club 0 - November 2019
By Kevin and Ann Coombs

Wishing you all the best in diving ........... thanks again to Club O Resort and Air Nuigini for this amazing prize.
Safe travels, Ann and Kevin Coombs



Walindi Resort, Kimbe Bay, Papua New Guinea,
October 2019

By: Eden Gray-Spence

A great prize I was fortunate in winning in the Club’s 2019 Photo Comp was a week at Walindi Plantation Resort near Kim-
be in West New Britain in PNG.

Another plus was that my good friend and dive buddy, Tracey Hale, had also won a prize in the Comp, a week at fabulous 
Lissenung Island, so we decided to combine the two and have a week at Walindi and a week at Lissenung Island.

So, in early October we left on an Air Niugini flight via Port Moresby to Hoskins Airport, West New Britain. A plug for Air 
Niugini here, they have a very generous baggage allowance of 30kg plus another 15kg if you have scuba gear. Great if you 
also have some camera stuff as well. Recommend 
that airline.

Walindi had a driver waiting for us at the airport, so 
without further ado we put our gear in the minibus 
and headed off down the West New Britain Highway 
(ho ho) for the hour or so trip to Walindi through 
the Provincial Capital of Kimbe. At my request we 
stopped at one of the two supermarkets there so I 
could buy some coffee as I had brought a plunger 
cup with me. Love my coffee! Unfortunately, this 
market had no PNG coffee so disappointed, I got 
some ground Vittoria at a ridiculous price.

Arrived at Walindi Plantation Resort after driving 
through a fair bit of rain and were warmly greeted 
and checked in and shown to our comfy hut, villa or 
whatever. Blow me down, provided was a plunger 
and coffee from the PNG Highlands, bummer! It was 
nice coffee so I didn’t even open my Vittoria.

The meal set up at Walindi is that breakfast is in an 
air conditioned common room that also serves as 
the library and TV room, lunch if you are diving is 
out on the boat and the buffet dinner is in a large 
covered area with fans overhead. All of this works 
well, and the food is tasty, varied and copious.
On our first evening we were briefed on the upcom-
ing diving by the dive manager who used to be the 
service manager at Divers Den in Cairns.

Next morning, we headed off to do some diving. 
Walindi has a number of different sized boats and 
it depends on how many divers are going out as to 
which boat is used. The routine is two dives in the 
morning, starting with the furthest away from the 
resort, about 40 minutes, then lunch and on the way 
back do the third dive of the day, Nitrox is available at 
an additional fee.

All up we did 12 dives at Walindi and the sites includ-
ed a number of bommies, pinnacles or reefs named 
after family members like Susan’s , Joy’s, Christine’s, 
Joelle’s, Ema’s and Vanessa’s as well as Bradford 
Shoals and Restorf Island. Recommend the latter two 
for big schools of barracuda and nice macro. I’ve seen 
some great over and unders taken at Restorf Island, 

but I don’t own a big dome port with a wide angle lens. 



The resort owners, Max and Cecile were very hospitable 
and a joy to engage with. We also did a trip out to a couple 
of WW2 aircraft wrecks at an abandoned airfield on our 
off-gassing day before flying out to Kavieng via Rabaul, ( 
staying for lunch at Rapopo Resort, definitely recommend-
ed).

Also had a go at kayaking in the lagoon, but the less said 
about that the better!!

All-in all it was a very enjoyable holiday.

Walindi Resort, Kimbe Bay, Papua New Guinea,
October 2019

By: Eden Gray-Spence



Living the Dream at Lissenung Island
By: Tracey Hale

My prize for the Club Member’s Choice Award in 
the Nautilus Club’s 2019 photo competition was a 
diving holiday at Lissenung Island Resort.  Situated in 
the province of New Ireland in Papua New Guinea, 
Lissenung Island is a short boat ride from Kavieng, 1.5 
hours flight from Port Moresby.  On arrival, we were 
greeted by our wonderful hosts/owners, Dietmar and 
Ange Amon who have been very generous, long term 
sponsors of the Club. 

Lissenung Island is a private paradise with bungalows 
spread out over a small island which you can walk 
around within 20 minutes.  The bungalows are spacious 
with outdoor decks, private ensuites, large desks for 
photography gear, fly screens and mosquito nets.  Meals 
are served at the long dining table in the main bungalow 
which is open air with a unique sand floor – hence why 
the island is a shoe free zone whilst on holiday there! 
Guests have a choice of fresh, tasty meals (including 
dessert) and there is a communal lounge area with 

access to a library and free 
wifi.

There are over 20 dive 
sites within 30 minutes of 
Lissenung Island and the 
tri-hull dive boat is very 
comfortable.  The boat 
usually departs around 
8:30am for 2 dives and 
returning to the resort for 
lunch.  Albatross Passage is 
one of the best dive sites in 

the area with a huge array of marine life to suit both wide angle and macro photography. Subjects include grey reef sharks, 
schooling barracudas, long-nosed hawkfish, schooling batfish, nudibranchs and pygmy seahorses.

The “Der Yang” wreck dive site is also a highlight.  This was a fishing boat which was seized by the Fisheries Ministry due 
to suspected illegal activities and deployed to lure other suspicious vessels in the area in a sting operation.  However, the 
operation was a failure so a decision was made to sink the boat as a deterrent and the wreck lies on its the starboard side at 
around 32m. The visibility at most dive sites is excellent and the water is warm (28-29 degrees).



Lissenung Island also has a house reef which is well worth a dive or 
two as you’ll see schooling jacks, shrimp gobies, anemonefish and 
mantis shrimp.  Dietmar and Ange have been heavily involved in 
a successful turtle rehabilitation project, moving turtle eggs from 
a nearby island to be safely hatched and subsequently released.  
Many pleasant evenings were spent reliving the day’s diving whilst 
enjoying a cocktail in the “Haus Win” on the beach at sunset.

Overall it was a truly memorable trip to a beautiful part of the 
world. The reefs at Lissenung Island and surrounding areas are 
absolutely pristine and easily accessible from Cairns.  Thanks to 
Dietmar and Ange for a wonderful week and thanks to the Nautilus 
Club Photo Competition organisers.

Living the Dream at Lissenung Island
By: Tracey Hale

Photo 
credit: Eden 
Gray-Spence



Supporting the Nautilus Scuba Club

GREAT BARRIER REEF

CAIRNS - AUSTRALIA

www.cairnsgbr.info

MV CHERTAN Milne Bay



PARTING SHOT

By Phil Woodhead

PARTING SHOT
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